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Rejoice!
Fox the Lond is tuly risen!
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EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

EASTER

Ly ,?‘ WO | remember the
o Easter Sunday's of

3 F R my youth as times
' of sunshine, spring,
going to Mass
Easter Sunday
morning awakened
to a keen sense
that something
drastically different
had taken place
and our parish was
celebrating it. People arrived at church and disembarked their
cars dressed differently, in brighter colours than | had seen them
wear all winter and women were wearing bright hats as were
some of the young girls - some even from my class at school!
Upon entering the church there was organ music playing and our
usual Sunday arrival (all nine of us children and my parents) was
met with an unusual sense of joy and bright whispers as people
greeted one another and made their way to their pews. The
bustle of a gathering church was highlighted with the smell and
sight of flowers and a hint in the air of incense from the vigil the
night before.
From the opening hymn with its 'Alleluia's’, the singing of the
Gloria not heard since Holy Thursday and the wonderful gospel
stories recounting Jesus' resurrection, one knew clearly and
strikingly that this was a parish in a Church that was proclaiming
the Lord risen indeed!
They say that you never forget anything you feel and | remember
so well the warmth of feeling | had as a child recalling Jesus'
rising from the dead. Of course, since that awesome moment
when the Holy Spirit raised Jesus from death to life, the best that
the followers of Jesus have been able to do is to remember it and
to look back on this great and mysterious event with a real sense
of "what does it all mean and what does it mean for me, for us,
now? What is the meaning of saying today that Jesus has risen
from the dead?
I think back to about nine years ago as | was busily packing for a
trip to Lourdes, France, with a group traveling to that famous
place of pilgrimage, prayer and healing. As | was dashing about
the rectory making ready for my imminent departure, the
emergency pager went off. | remember thinking "Not now! I'm
trying to get out of here and I've got a plane to catch!" |
answered the page to discover that the call was regarding a
couple who had just lost their child who was stillborn and were
requesting to see a priest. The sad event brought about a
'smarten up' sense within me as | quickly counted my own
blessings and as | drove, turned my thoughts toward this
unknown couple | would soon meet at the hospital.
When | made it to the maternity floor there were some arriving
expectant mothers with bags and husbands in tow rambling
towards rooms made ready for them. | searched for the room of
the couple | had come to see and finally found it. The door was
only slightly open and | noticed a butterfly had been placed on

the door - a sign to visitors and staff that a woman inside that
room had lost a child. | drew in a breath and gently pushed on
the door and entered the room to the muffled sounds of a
woman crying. | whispered a "hello" to alert them that they had
a visitor and was then greeted by the husband and father. "Thank
you for coming", he said. | was introduced to his wife who limply
touched my hand in the midst of her own sorrow and ever so
slightly smiled at me, sitting up in her chair.

In the face of loss and sorrow there is not much one can say or
should say for words just don't cut it when it comes to the
indescribable. | fumbled in my own mind searching for words
that would fit or comfort but none of them made it to my lips
and voice. Being present was the greatest thing that | could offer
and even at that | felt awkward and in the way. Finally after a
few moments | asked them if they would like me to pray and
they nodded their agreement. | asked whether the baby was a
boy or girl and they told me, "A boy." In the silence of that room
on a gloriously sunny spring day we bowed before the Father of
all and sent a little baby who had been earth bound for a time in
another direction. We prayed and sent him to God. This mother
who had been waiting so long for her child to arrive was now
tearfully and prayerfully, with her husband, bidding him farewell
and good-bye. | stayed with them for a short while, then
departed, assuring them | would remember their little boy in
Lourdes in the village of St. Bernadette. | went to Lourdes where
| prayed, walked, reflected, did the tourist thing now and then,
and remembered that little boy we sent to God in prayer. |
thought about that couple and the pain they must have been
feeling, mindful that God never closes a door without opening a
window.

God changes without changing. The following year the RCIA
process began once again in our parish and this year in larger
numbers than ever before. In all thirty-nine people accompanied
by thirty-nine sponsors had been preparing for either baptism or
reception into the Church along with full initiation.

According to the grace of God the woman | had visited in the
hospital was now among those who were seeking baptism into
the Church. Her husband would be her sponsor.

One Saturday morning, exactly one year after their baby's death,
my priest associate and | met the couple and a relative at the
cemetery where their baby was buried. Garret's grave had a new
head stone the couple wanted blessed and we commended the
child to God once again mindful that we never lose anything we
give to the Lord. And the following Saturday night at the Easter
Vigil, Garret's mother became a member of the Church -
baptized, confirmed and fed with the body and blood of Jesus.
She would now live, along with her husband, as she had never
lived before, a child of God on earth who had a child of God in
heaven.

This story deserves telling and is only remarkable and meaningful
because, in fact, Jesus did rise from the dead! His rising has
changed forever our notions surrounding human bodily death for
we live in the sure and certain hope that we will live with Jesus
forever. Over the years countless numbers of husbands and
wives have lost their beloved spouses, their parents, their
children, and those who loved and were loved, to what we
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commonly call "death" or with words intended to soften that
terrible separation of us from those we so sadly miss and mourn.
Resurrection means that we are separated only for a time - from
friends, from family, from Jesus. Yet we walk with him now in
ways far beyond the memories we hold dear of those who have
died, for he is not only risen, but is, as Christmas recalled, "with
us". This annual Feast, the greatest of all feasts of the Church, is
to make us recall and renew our faith in the power of that rising
that changed our living, our death, for ever. Our lives are to be
lived in such a way that everything in our being lives for and
longs for.... JESUS CHRIST WHO IS RISEN! (Fr. Charles)

PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED ON EASTER MONDAY, APRIL 21°%.
HOWEVER, BAPTISM INSTRUCTION CLASS WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY EVENING AT 7 PM IN THE PARISH HALL.

Easter Sunday — April 20, 2014
Working wonders in our livelihoods...

Rising & Bread

In the gospel read on Easter Sunday morning where Mary
Magdalene goes to the tomb and finds it empty, she meets a
stranger, whom she thinks is the gardener, and asks him where
they have taken the body of the Lord. She presumes his body is
dead but missing. And then Christ speaks her name: “Mary!”,
and suddenly she recognizes who it is speaking to her — it is the
Lord!

Mary then attempts to do what any one of us would do if we
were to see someone we had known was dead, standing there
right in front of us, alive. She moved towards him to embrace
him.

That would have seemed to have been a normal enough thing for
her to do given the situation, but quite unexpectedly, our Lord,
who is always loving, compassionate, and desirous of being close,
repels Mary with words that, perhaps we’ve never really given a
great deal of thought: “Do not touch me yet, for | have not yet
ascended to my Father.”

Jesus was giving his Church a message, not only the one of the
Resurrection to be told by Mary to the other disciples, but a
message about Eucharist. There would be a new way of
touching the Lord, in his Body and his Blood in the Eucharist!
Blessed Easter! (Fr. Charles)

“The services provided by Sharelife agencies are lifesaving and life-
restoring to those who regularly rely on them. Families are working
through crises and are healing. People with developmental
challenges are supported as they experience a sense of self-worth
and fulfillment in their daily activities. Seniors are living
independently, with access to the care and services they need.
Refugees and new Canadians are guided toward a stable, productive
livelihood in their newfound home. Sometimes the results are
obvious and sometimes they’re invisible but, always, they make a
tangible difference.
(Thomas Cardinal Collins, Archbishop of Toronto)
Next SharelLife Sunday — May 4, 2014
Please give generously. You can work wonders!

The C.W.L. are asking for parish support for their Fashion Show on
April 27. All Canadian clothes made right in Markham. Partial
proceeds going to Rose of Durham and St. Vincent de Paul. Show
starts at 1:00 pm. Lunch will be served and lots of door prizes. Bring
a friend and have a ladies day out. No tickets available during Holy
Weekend. Call 905-620-0724. WE need your support to keep things
working in the parish.

CATECHIST CORNER

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATE:

LAST SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION
* Envelopes, Loose bills and change - $4528
® Pre-Authorized Giving (PAP) - $1962 (March)
= TOTAL COLLECTION LAST WEEK:  $6490

MASS INTENTIONS

Tues., Apr. 22 —8:30 am — For the intentions of Madelaine Vonk
Wed., Apr. 23 —7:00 pm — For the intentions of the Durham Region —
Catholic Women'’s League
Thurs., Apr. 24 — 8:30 am — The Felix Family+ Req. by Madge St. Denis
Fri., Apr. 25 —8:30 am — In Honour of the Divine Mercy
Reg. by the Figuracion Family
Sat., Apr.26 — 5:00 pm — Avery Butler+ Regq. by the Butler Family
Sun., Apr. 27 — 9:00 am — Paul Ponce de Leon+ Req. by Gladys & Family
Sun., Apr. 27 - 11:00 am — For the intentions of John vander Wyst
Reg. by Mary Franssen

REMINDER - “BUNDLE SUNDAY” ON SAT., APRIL 26 (4 PM
TO 6 PM) AND SUNDAY, APR. 27 (8:30 AM TO 1 PM).
TRUCK IN PARISH PARKING LOT.

I have heard that it is not necessary to go to

confession at least once a year. Is that correct?
Answer: No.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church in paragraph 1457 states:
According to the Church's command, "after having attained the age
of discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation
faithfully to confess serious sins at least once a year." Anyone who
is aware of having committed a mortal sin must not receive Holy
Communion, even if he experiences deep contrition, without having
first received sacramental absolution, unless he has a grave reason
for receiving Communion and there is no possibility of going to
confession. Children must go to the sacrament of Penance before
receiving Holy Communion for the first time.

Catholic Education Week is in May. Our faith-based schools
are an extension of our homes and our teachers, like our children
need our support and prayers. The CWL of St. Leo the Great parish
continues to support our local schools by offering a spiritual bouquet
so teacher’s know their community is behind them. Please consider
offering your prayers, masses and sacrifices for those who partner
with us in the education of our children’s faith. A spiritual bouquet
sign-up sheet is in the vestibule. Please take a moment to sign the
bouquet.

Garage Sale Bazaar — Come out to our first ever garage sale
bazaar, hosted by the Columbian Squires, on May 10, 2014. You can
rent a table for $5, plus $20 deposit to sell your items and all profits
are yours. Contact Jens Dekker (905-666-7592) or Erik Dekker
(erik.dekker.kofc@gmail.com) for more details.
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ONTARID DUCT CLEAMNING Sales & Leasing
Do it for your home do it for 1025 Dundas St. W.
the health of your family. I‘1.366.386.4792
For a FREE No Obligation  |david.marshall@whitby.toyota.ca

phone estimate, call: il
905-655-1099 [ [ykit¥y TOTUTALS,

41]‘»[.‘3- Call ahead for pickup

= I Open 11-8 daily
Fridays till 9

67 Baldwin St. N.

“mawet  905-655-5544

Brooklin

Dental Centre
Est. 1984

N4

Dr. Austin Saldanha
Parishioner
INVISALIGN/Preferred Provider
The Clear Alternative to Braces,
FREE CONSULTATION

NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME

42 Baldwin Street
905-655-3385

www.brooklindentalcentre.com
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i. Baldwin
‘M Animal Hospital
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Daniel Baturensky, DVM
4160 Baldwin St. S. Unit 13, Whitby
P 905-655-CATS 905-655-BARK

Benjamin Moore = ff
The Colour Experts :

Brooklin Paint
53 Baldwin St. (behind Baldwin Burger) 905-655-5699

03FORD

Building Confidence
+

BROOKLIN
IDA
PHARMACY

Where filling your prescription is only the beginning.
65 Baldwin St.

HDA @ (905) 655-3301

¥ :‘; Sales Representative
o Office: 905-264-2521
. Direct: 905-447-6508
danielmcdermott@trebnet.com
Make The Right Move
Life insurance ® Long-Term Care
Disability Income ® Retirement * TFSA & RRSP
Michael Mullin, FIC, SKC, MDRT
Office: 905-655-8978
michael. mullin@kofc.org
www.mmullin.ca
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YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

r?" 2L Shopping Active Learning % St. Leo's Knights of Columbus
L Luscany /| 1el = HEES, Get involved. Inquire now!
. 4 gEALTVSERVI(ES‘\NC Local(y Better Grades W_ - I_ H ".h 905 620 0351
= e 5969 Baldwin St. S. b arry Hallihan
t' ) y DDanlel " Saves Gas 905-655-9500 "W AllenFrank 905 655 4212
_ cDermo

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel

Heritage Realty

Janet Moreira
Sales Representative/Parishioner
Bus 905-430-9000
Cel 905-718-9279
Your New Favourite Realtor at
gettingyoumoved.com

110 Dundas St. E., Whitby (905) 668-3410

! ! Accounting

3 Bookkeeping
E_Brunkhn Tax Personal &
A Beshbzaplag barviann Png Corporate Taxes

Alan Hogan 905.655.8556 62 Winchester Rd. E.

OSHAWA

THE PERFECT SPOT 10 ADVERTISE
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Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL FONERAL
Eat lOCAl b En,oy LOCAL Guy M. May RobertAknlms
Sprague Fure David Mankiewicz
and support the local businesses HEnngah Mm% Sanda Kol
: Robert McHardy Imre Szabo
: g _ that support your parish 847 King Street West
589 Keith Ross Drive. 505.440.5595 " 905-721-1234
4| = CATHOLIC CEMETERIES [KAMSTRA LANDSCAPING
o Archdiocese of Toronto Topsoil/Planting Mix

=
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Resurrection, Whitby
(905) 668-8912

Mausoleum, Cremation, Monument Lots and Shrine Sections
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Pick-Ups & Delivery
1460 Taunton Road East
905-579-5571
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Home * Auto

|
YOUR BROOKLIN BROKER

DURHAMTEL

PHONE & INTERNET SOLUTIONS

Chris Leahy
289-638-1011

Unlimited High Speed Internet

A
ek

T el el e
Family Chiropractic Care
Registered Massage Therapy
Acupuncture « Prenatal and Postpartum
Sports Injury Rehabilitation

HAIR

experience

Great Hair care for Everyone!
Tue-Fri 10-8, Sat 8-6
200 Carnwith Dr. E.

Life & Canada/US phone: $54.99 Cusio o e
. ustom Orthotics and Sports Bracing
Commercial [P forom $19.99, Intemet only flom $39.99 905 62_0 0577 Wi peaktrookim. com
wai e 10% donated back to St. Leo's Laura Middlehurst 200 Carnwith Dr. E
71 Baldwin St. N.  905-425-0729 www.jwkquotes.ca| durhamtel.ca *prices subject to change Owner 005-425-2448
Serving our Community Experience the Best in Casual Fine
with Compassion 3 Dining Right Here in Durham!
| Ideal for Special Occasions, an
BARNES MEMORIAL Elegant Evening out, or a Casual

FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby Melissa Barnes Funeral Director

(one minute Novth of Taunton on Thickson)

Richard Barnes Managing Director

Lunch with Friends or Colleagues
*Have your home or office catered ePrivate function room available
*Extensive menu to suit any budget

Open for Lunch: Tue-Fri 11:30am-2:30pm & Dinner: Tue-Sun from 5:00pm

905.430.5744

www.bellanotte.ca ¢ 3570 Brock St. N., Whitby
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